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On the Fundamental Signification of the Form us in Ainu Toponyms in Hokkaido
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Abstract: The Ainu form “us”, often seen in toponyms in Hokkaido,
is said to be the plural form of the verb of existence “un”, but in
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practice it shows variety in its meanings: “to abound”, “to always be in
a place”, “to always do something”, “to attach something”, etc... This 95
article attempts to find its fundamental signification, i.e., its constant
semantic tendency under which all its meanings can be associated
with each other. The observation of examples picked up from Ainu
Toponyms List published by the Hokkaido Government, shows that most
important in this word is the concept of “density of existence”, from
which meanings like “abundance” and “frecuent occurrence or constant
existence” are derived, and to the latter its auxiliarylike use “to often
do” is motivated. And by analysis of types of existing objects referred to
in toponyms with “us” the author provisionally defines its fundamental
signification as follows: to be an outstanding object which characterizes
a place, being closely attached to, or being a part or attribute of, a place.
An investigation of fundamental signification could also be of help in
our understanding the basic idea working in the meaning change and

in new word formation.
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L ELTHWS NS DT T, BhElf-us- %5 (G [WOH~F 5] L5 BRI, £
-us- % (B [ WD b H 2] LR UHEEND 2 &2/’

PeigE () (2020) BEE-usi (~F DA Z#Fd-usi EFAEDOHDEHLATED (p.222), #=
LA 0EED BBl us] &V S H7Z/RE#HlIRIE RN &ITT 2,

CZETOERZEZ-HFLOTH L, usOEARITBW I (FERE) WEET, TN
MR A SIS [£< H D] OFEKIZ, FFRMICIEZ SHud WO b /HHEIC / H1EN
Zh5] DERIZIED, DbAAM G LIZEKRTH> THHDRWL, BFICIE [WDb~
T5] OBRBEEDITOEND, ZOXDICELDTAHDIET, [1] [2] (8] DiEEZEZDH L
EAFELERATETEZS THLH, COMENRRLOZRBICES DD, SLICHESRE (4]
DREEIZDONTEATHEI D,
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3.6. us DA Byl fiEh o nlRETE

EREEERIT 2] KEDEBDIIE [DVTND] EWIRBUTENZHDONENH, [DIF
5] %, Il (1995) A (1996) 72 EIRENTNS [1E<] LFUTHET 5 CRiEY 288
HiEEE T 2) AEofE. TU AN ficis GRiEZ B2 0 TR Ronhskanhoiz,

EZATHIHE (1956b) 12, RHELiBusIiCBE L CTHEEMZHE LT 2ERZ2E T T AN —
HT, AEOMOEIN TIXZIUTH YT 2MIREZEITTNDE (I [KphSIZLT 5WE] 2%
9 eorusild [FKHICEHZEZESIAATWDHE], [If] 2K T esausild [BEREICHESHL TWbHHE].
DN EWIIZZR > THREW T W ST 2K 9 opetkausi i [LZ)IFRICESHL TWEE] &
SR . & T AWM D opetkausi IZDWTYIEF (ke 2004) 1%, [HT DR Z2E%KT % Bz
HEfho-Ca< [JA) Z W% T 2T o- MBI TNWH I EMNS, TITOusid [DF T
%] TR [DNTWS] LMTRELLELTNS (p.15), TOXIIT, ZOFA TOMAI
BT 2 usiZTOWTIIHERNEND EZATH S, o

us B A EEFOZTRICEL T H D 1 DEREWRMENDH 5, FlZIEANE WD 4
ZHE (1956a) 1% [itu-onay £N=7< [D] - BH & 2] - TE2TE2HD - iR] L
T2 (p.162) A%, ZHUTK U THEREE () (2005) 1&, ZOHFED o & FEEE TIX/R<FTE
FEHEA D ZEERBEL TWD (FOBEZOHNE [/ DREMZERDIR] LBNIN5), FIE
FF OLGE LA OEHAEDEVIT, VTN (M) & (B Enotk EWEE) 250
FIHER P A (case frame) ZFFH. MRMNEFEICL TIFEERR, ST 325813 IR
AEEl. EWSS5IICHHINDS (pp.172-3). usiZDWVWTH, FEEBFOBEG E [#H %) 1<)
OES I HEDOENDFEMKICHHEI NS (1b1d.)o

5IZERE (D (2008b) 3G OB AN S, —RICEERR & XN TW 2 85 O P A 8
RIRIZOVTIwmL TS, A sid [AFc#FEEzakl CT-DOHEEEKRT S 70t X
(p. 225) 7273, fliEhaa 138 O BEil A D E T MW TRV EWS (bid). 7> T, Bl
uray-us-nay z [03H HIR] CMLU S, FHEMMBEFEICRG SN0 EFHENWDS 2 &
2> TLED (FEHFHus ZMEFETH 2 MIHES), T TCus2iiAHFEEE 2. [Pz
WAL CTHRDIR] EMTNITHELRN I LT3 DT TH 2 (op.cit.: pp.275-6; FlITENET 2 A1,
O ELESE (0, oma, ot, un) IKDWTHFEKED Z EMHRRENTNDB),

IO L RMRITNI DI85, us DK D 75 HIEE 2 I B 2 S 0a 0 5 5 [X (FEY)
+&8E+Y G ] MOob 0T X CICAEEFERIEA S NES Z &Kk, UL, FED
NHLOEE - BBNICK > T NDOHRICHERE - BEITEL5000850. £ 5 LIMRMN
ZUEZADMEINIEB TH D (usLISLDHIZA, isopo-un-nay (T HFDWDIR), aynu-
oma-nay (7 X (AR 2305/ A> TW<R) 72 E GRIZGFIEBFMRICL D)),

/2, UHORERZHEIT LD EMEEIZATIC, WHIZBREIR /S 2 & A AAN0GE
U7z [MHEE] RS ZEBREETH O (cf. Kl (D, 2008a: p.64). T DEHEIF kD
FFa RO E E WO REIIE Z 5720 2 L1275,

us DT FFAMFHFRICONTIEZ ZTRAEmZ HERWO T, FEHFEELTORKE [DF
5| RHTAEENSERE ORIC, BoE 2@ L ZlEEE RHE 5 & WD HERT 572
TFIZEEDHTHL,
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4. usMEHDZRE N

&C. Rk (2008b: pp.275-6) ICHRD THZ@E L TAHTHEIRZ 5[ < DL, A E)a OB IR 5
THD, usiZDONTI FEBFADHE [~A~OXRMMITHED L IBEHICEET 2] (B
wakka-us-kamuy [7K (wakka) DEMHIZHET S (us) M (kamuy) ). FrABEEOHE [~0i~
ERECEED L EZUZAEHICEET 200 E L THRD] (Blid Lk @ uray-us-nay) &
TWa, [FAkIColE [~~ITAB] / [~Ii~2 NI D=~~%2 AN 2], omald [~A
~ICAB] S I~~~ NIICFE D) otld [~I~ITELS K DT 2]/ [~2i~Z2HEEH 5
EOEHFD unlE [~D~THEET D]/ [~DB~ZHAETL2HDELTHRD], Lok
BTHL (BT IEERF FAEFE WS HAGDE),

EEDBRT DHEANEREF CnESNDNSRNA, LRLOERIZZ N OB iR O
BHRAVWERATWAEDITEAS, £EL, E0XoicLTENSDEKRGVWHINI N, &
VIR DT 5N DI ARHATH %,

4.1. (fF1Eh) ORi%

P EHABDOT = THDusliZDONT, TORADOEKREGN, ST usNET [F
HEOHOF] 250 EROFZVWDEN, ZTOE0IT, us EHETZHFNRTEEY (HLLIT
FREERERINTVNEEEBEASNDFEEY) OfEZR2 ZE T, us OERMEN O 2 7L TH
52 L1935,

4.1.1.

TUARIDEWD EFeus DB DS 5, 3% (3] DA DD DITDWTHEIEY OFEFEICE DN
THELEZEZA, UTOKEER> - (B2 0ENARERBEAZBRVWEIT () NIRRT
ZEIZT 5 CAFHER) ¢
& US (&t 78) #if ¥ 48=61.5% (43=55.1%) [ H K 47=60.3% (41=52.6%), H 3 2=2.6%

(1=1.3%)]1, MWW 12=15.4% [FH CH#) 3=3.8%, I &% 2=% 2.6%, &, @EFHE%, 1,

Wi B2 2 5501 (hH) & 1=% 1.3%], &iEW® 12=15.4% (11=14.1%) L&/ HHDO 7T F

FH6=7.7%., T LM 3=3.8%. KW 2=2.6%., HHII T/=AK1=1.3% (0], ¥ 6=7.7%

(5=6.4%) [ A 3=3.8%, & 2=2.6%, fa1=1.3% 0], = O 1 3=3.8% (2=2.6%) [ & i

2=2.6% (1=1.3%), ¥ 1=1.3%].

7 3 OFETHRNAZDOERMUEKET U Z N NEWD EFAOFEESG (un, o,
oma, ot) ZEEFNCIDONWTRSELTFTDOLDITES:

@ UN (G 40) HIBEY 24=60% [JIl 7=17.5%, % /&8 4=10%, &, & BIEES 3=% 7.5%,
W 2=5%, #,< 1 FHK1=%25%], B 5=125% 4=10%) [ 2=5%, B, & 1=%
2.5%, M 1=2.5% (0)], A/ %E% 4=10%, Y EAR) 3=75%, ¥ (75 2=5%,
WE GRREAK) 1=2.5%, ZOft (I DREYIE) 2=5%,

€0 (GI27) HE#8=29.6% [)114=14.8%, *&/ 5=5¥3=11.1%, #HDI1=3.7%] #16=22.2%
(4=14.8%) [ ¥£2=7.4% (1=3.7%), H2=74% (1=83.7%), B ,H &%1=%37%], W
5=18.6% (4=14.8%) [HAR3=11.1% (2=7.4%), FFE2=7.4%], WHE4=14.8% [/K2=7.4%,
W, K& 1=%3.704%], #*E Y (TF) 2=7.47%, ANM1=3.7%, TDih4=14.8% (2=7.4%)
[FiAk3=11.1% (1=3.7%), Hi%1=3.7% ()],

€ OMA (Ef 31 HiJB ¥ 17=54.8% [)I1112=38.7% (11=85.5%), * f 2=6.5%, & 2=6.5%
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0), B BR28H& 1=%3.2%, JIOWOHENIE 1=3.2% 0], Y 6=19.4% [HEAK
5=16.1%, H£FE 1=8.2%], A 3=9.7%, FEW (7 F) 1=83.2%, ¥ 2=6.5% (1=3.2%),
U= A 1=% 3.2%], TOM 3=9.7% (2=6.5%) [fAK,MERE 1=3.2%, 11 1=3.2% )],
@ OT (516) 1% 14=87.5% (12=75%) [ 9=56.3% (8=50%), It 3=18.8% (2=12.5%),

5 2=125%], W (RE) 1=6.3%, % E 2=125% (1=6.3%) [ifi K 1=6.3%, & & K

1=6.3% (0)], =Dl /=) 1=6.3% (0).

P OBNIIEBIFIC us i, B OFIDOFIZus Z D Hun, oma, otdHNE L, &< Ilot
BT 2RDOEIMEEITE N, un, omaldMFEYD S5 [)Il] ZHEEMET2HBLNIRE, »
SOMDEMEIIZDL, LML, VAN HOMEEBIULOSDZEHRLEL TNDZDRE
WD, F3oE0LAEIEIZFARN,

4.1.2.

SR, HEtAEFRLE L ETREES SO LEOT 2012, UE (&&fE 2004) 2351H L
T\, PHEFER, [71 XEMAOEEN BT 5 HEEE | (TG birgE] No.20 (1989),
pp-17-32) OF =% #FHL TH S, T, FHADSHBEMICHT TOW D0 &ERHZEN
57 XiEHAAD, NI B 178 T TERITZHOTH D (FEIZZDOHEANAFTTET,
)& (op.cit) BWEIAHL TWAT—¥ 2S8R T5 LIk, Z2Ins, ERED b Bz
WA DOHBRE L, TENTNOHEEDOEEZ EONRIZLUTOL DT (ZZTOEEHTH
(WO H~T 5| OFNTFDEN) ¢
@ USGEt 354: KW 176=49.7% (145=41.%) [& /K], HEW 111=31.4% [+ 29=8.2%, i#

82=23.2%], B (715 X H)29=8.2%, FZEM21 5.9%) [ K ¥ 10=2.8%, % T L #il

11=8.1%], AW (1) 17=4.8%. 2B ( ) NiZmose WEGEETH > 725G 2RI L 725
O UNGF 88:#ig (1) 45=51.1%, Bh¥) 43=48.9% [ff 23=26.1%, k& 20=22.7%].
€ OGt69: (NTWLIS D) HAY) 45=65.2% [IiA 27=39.1%, Hix 18=26.1%], Fi&#H (f

BT H) 24=34.8%, E7ZI3MAEYN (HR) 18=26.1%, ) (K) 27=39.1%) &Y 24=34.8,

(ni OR) OEW ([EATAKR/FARD OO FITE> THEENED D),
€ OMAG! 149: #i/EY) (JID) 97=65.1%, %&EY (LHENT ) 20=13.4%, B (f5) 17=11.4, ##

Y (MU AT ) 15=10.1%.

@ OT 3l 66: £ 66=100%) .

KT, BEDOMEBEIZ 2, bR Th2EEOMHENRZ L TA S !
S HEEr 218:US176=80.7%, 027=12.4%, OMA15=6.9%

F7213 ikRIL) 51 191:US176=92.1%, OMA 15=7.9%

F7213 (mose &4V 51 187:US=145=77.6%, O=27=14.4%, OMA=15= (8%)

F 7213 (ni,mose & BIRFL) & 160:US145=90.6%, OMA15=9.4%.

(ni OR) OEME mose DEMK ([ F 78 (&) A EHENS @E)]) ITX>TED ),
QL EWIET 65: 0=24=37%, US21=32.3%, OMA20=30.8%.

O Y (MY - BREBEYWLSL G 62: O 45=72.6%, US 17=27.4%

F7213 (nikRIL) 5t 35: O 18=51.4%, US 17=48.6% (ni OK) OEMHIZEL > TEDS),
@Y G 253: US 111=43.9%, OMA 97=38.3%, UN 45=17.87%.

I QURED) &l 142: OMA 97=68.83%, UN 45=31.7%.

< B2 E B 29: US 29=100%.

- ¥ & 82: US 82=100%.
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QY & 155: OT66=42.6%, UN43=27.7%, US29=18.7%, OMA17=11%-

- f4 51 89: OT66=74.2%, UN23=25.8%.

- 5 & 20: UN20=100%.

- RAEY (LD B 46: US29=63% [H], OMA17=37% [V > F].

InvzR2 &, e, (&< D) HBEMIZBE L Tlidus & OIERENIEFITE <,
PPz EOF < HBDIZEL Tid ot un DHEENE V., I3 D us DERIZBWT (H1E) D&
DILBEFIREZI TH 5,

4.1.3.

4.1.1., 4.1.2. OWEFEEGDETHD &, us EHET 2 MBMALFDOL A, A& CE) -
W e B RS - 7R E, BT DD 0D -HERT OO TH D IOV TIRERR) . X,
HEYNIREMZ DB D TIE/RWA, HUITIRAEL, o tMBAKRDOEMEE L THEEL TS BN
A%, TOMRET (LMBEKNSETTND)) LS DB us DEKROELELFEHENA DN
AN, MU TEMIHEN S SIS N TWTHRIZEE, oG~ BEHH T2, ME
(19562) B [uslESDIEHFL TNDHHD (& ATHHRE) ITHW, BHEEb2dD (P
Bz d) iZido, otZHWVWD] EHRXRTVD (p.219). ZELKIZDWTIE, FREFEN/H
Tl un OFEAIRAEEAIITE .

BB, WEMOHR TREZRONINTH S, JINEEHRLD YA XOHRBTIIEEYE L THE
A5NTHBO, D MNSFHEL TIUANT<E] GIH,1956a: p.42) L2 5232}%%)0 R gie
[ &k TNTAT<FFADIE] TH 2 EFIFIC, [EETH DALY T EIcHll-> T7
<HE|l ToHHD CERF - BFE, 1976: p.43D) . 72005 [AD WD) GR) | 13 LIE UL cep-un-nay
g,?ié)iﬂofbl<?ﬂ) DEIITERB EN, Jll@ﬁ%ﬂ%fg@gk—un—pet (LHDH~NA>TWBIID &
#3)) . sarroma-pet (T LIFITASTWB)I) GESRE)D OXSITULIFLIE [HREICAS TT
<HOJ ELTEBENZ2DOTH S, 2o T2 HBHEOun DEREWIE, 3.4. T
FPEZERT 5B E L TOMEEB/RETLENAD, T LEEE - HrtkicBb 2k
BV usiTIFBIEREBRNDTH A D,

CZETOFMEL THELBLINSDONOREFEICOVWTHEATH IS, 1) flXiTun
W ~HE] OBRTHWSND ZENH S (pana-unkur JITFHG D N) 25, ZHUIEL L 5 us
CRHEI N (RET) EWSBERICHET2OTIERWA? i) 0> BHIZDONTIdus %
HENn2 01 En? i) JNO—#TH ZMITHL Cunoma TR usHEHE N2 DIEM
N2 iv) B Z DB D TH 2 HLEICH L TunMfEDN L FEH| (rep-un-sir>repuysir (D
) >3 repunkep GHDOAHNHIDDHD=WiE) >HLEERE) 1ZESHHAT 200 ?

) IZDNT, HEPEEMZERET unZRAHICE > TE, BEIAE L TRUES BOSA
[k, H5EMZRNEE L TEE) - HAD T2 (B &) ITERNH 200D LN,

i) IZDWT, us&HET 2 [H] IFEFMIC pipa (1T AR) BNEWDEN, B E
L#ES TNEOAREICELUIZFELIEA SN TN EE A SRR WEAS S5 ),

i) IZDWT, i, )22 ETHREEQLBREEEDOH D [MA], (ERE RO
FED—H & L TOME LFBHRINTNDEEZ DI ERITERNES DM,

iv) repun Z2FLFITDONTIE, MLEICEHL T2 INEL-0OBH KT LA NI —1
RE (Mo 2 B 5] = BANESHEEOBREH D MOHNHTHHE]
DEIICHNTD AY 7 7 —WRBAIDBED S TnD WS EFBAD T EEN S L7s W,
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4.2. us DILAI) ZE

N AT EFEEFEEHORMIIB 20 HNBNL, &L IR ZYITS L TR
RAHEEFFRPEONDHEEFICONTHMSNORHANLETH S D, EHL. (FHHFEME D
BEHREWNH D EITE>TH) [ERINDHERYMNEER TEZ > TIWITARWN] WD EHM
WIRENFEICEH < SRS RNWERS DN, TN THOEEHFEESBROEBREEVWSBENS S
5B MFNINEICRS A D EES,

ZOXDITHEIELIBDOD, AFTOERNS us DEAWEEZ EEMNITRO X D ITHE
L7V (ZOHFICREL, £RRZOHMZTOHOO—HPEEEL T, TOEMERED
FBEDICHNSHEEDIE T2 L TWD), IS, ZERINEE O SN S (M) OFEKRICH 2
0, FREMNBEEOSENDS (FBHE) OBRIZHRDH, WITNOHAES, THIE > TYZ OB
NEEOT NS, (AN >HEE) EVWIHBEETH D,

5. HAMBEKZRS ZLOEE

1.2. THMN/H, HEANERIIL, HROSEMEZEE L ZBELERS, [FROER] ©
M AENEZ S > T DO TR, HEARERIE [BARRZSURZHM 2 XA 2B EREE
THO, [BARMNBEHZBL T-BROEFIZESEIND] bDTHH 2 (K B), 1992:
p.-59. FH. 7 A XEEMAITHN o us O [HEAREK] IZDOWTEALHN A & n
D THRESNIZHDETIT, HLOBREH VRO EKZ KB L THD gt &, £ L TH
FEOT A RFBEOMAITHNTIE, BHWALERZHER HAITBT2EANE®RLS THTY
LE B HDITENEN, UL LEKREIE, BEFOREKRE £ o 7z < EBEFRH L WERDTR
MPNTHZDTIRRL, BENZOBMAFOERTHEONLSPTTELLZBDTHSD, DI L
3. Ullmann (trad.esp.1986) DWW 5 [FEIIICOEKELD ZEB<HLVWEKREEETE 2]
(p.269; E#FR) . Taylor (1995) 237 ~F A THT T —IZDNTWVS [FH L WHEYOR
Bl 7 TV — KRR EMAMICHEFRT 2 ZLR<EZICTO YA Th7 T —icEG I N
2] (p. 53 EHR) EWVo kI LEBETHHDOTHA S,

o T, WAHITBI DI DIH VIR Z K U 725 O HEARERZRS Z L1, TO#EMNIN
FTERAMZZRT CELERITH VW TOAEANZERZHED, QW TRBENFHEITBIZTD
FBOERAWEDRHEZEED Z LT Db &, EHITEA S,

B —RmMIMATBE DN, FEHKRICBEL TTdh 5., Hagege (iR 2004) 1d. [4
Kb ILEROBFENIET LN, BHENEIET DK SIT/3 - LERDIREILZFHEDOALE
LO—BETH S| Ll (p.120). HROELICEHEZEA S E L LT, H<h 56 H DR
SIRAEFEEIED 2 EDEEICDNTIRRTNS (pp.199-200). 71 XFEICBIL T3k D)
(2012) 7Y, FABEDOHAIBNT [T A XFEOFHEOMEICEER] T2 2 LOEEEZF
T (pp.42-3) TO LI ENFHEDHEMICE > TEEROZE TR, HHKOMEICBEL T
B [ZOWIFME - AN S GFEBBROEZEEL T ZOFEMEIND| Lok [T X
O LI DHEHEICES> TS HDTIRAVES DM,
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us{ZBIL ClEEEA & L COBED L L AW ERE L TOMZREET I VHBHVHEZ20T (R

8% 3.4. 20, ZETIIRAT [BiEus] EMRLTND,
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