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Education about Children’s Literature

in the Rikkyo University Librarian Course

Keiko Aoyagi, Adjunct lecturer for “Study of Children’s 

Services,” Librarian Course, Rikkyo University

Miyuki Nakayama, Adjunct lecturer for "Reading  for 

well-rounded individual,” Librarian Course,

Rikkyo University

Yuriko Nakamura,  Professor, Chair of the Librarian 

Course, Rikkyo University

Librarian Course 

at Rikkyo University

• Librarian Course established in 1967
• Has only two faculty members: Nakamura & Komaki

• Consists of two non-degree programs, each 
based on national certification
– Certificate program for shisho, librarians

– Certificate program for shisho kyoyu, librarian-teachers

• Not a professional school
– Most of the registered students are undergraduates.

– It is difficult to in find employment as a librarian or a 
librarian-teacher.
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https://rikkyo.repo.nii.ac.jp/?action=pages_view_main&active_action=repository_view_main_item_detail&item_id=19337&item_no=1&page_id=13&block_id=49
https://rikkyo.repo.nii.ac.jp/?action=pages_view_main&active_action=repository_view_main_item_detail&item_id=19337&item_no=1&page_id=13&block_id=49
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Course overview: “Study of 

Children’s Services”
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Required courses Credits
Introduction to Lifelong Learning 2

Introduction to the Library 2

Library Management and Systems 2

Library Information Technology 2
Introduction to Library Services 2

Study of Information Services 2
Study of Children's Services 2

Practice of information Retrieval 2

Practice of information Service 2

Introduction to Library Information Resources 2

Study of Organization of Information Resources 2

Practice on Metadata 2
Practice on Information Architecture 2

Library Practicum (Librarian Course) 2

Required number of credit 28

Introductory courses

Courses on 

library services

Courses on 

information resources

• The two classes consist of about 20 students per class

• Most of the students have only a little experience in using the local public 

library, surprisingly.

Course overview: “Study of 

Children’s Services”
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• Adjunct lecturer: 
Keiko Aoyagi

Koshu City Katsunuma Library 

Activities of the children’s book club 
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Course overview, “Reading for 

Well-rounded Individuals”
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• Adjunct lecturer: Ms. Miyuki Nakayama

Required courses Credits

Introduction to the Library # 2

Study of Library Services # 2

School Management and School Libraries 2

Instruction and the School Library 2

Reading for Well-rounded individuals 2

Utilization of Information Media 2

Introduction to Library Information Resources 2

Introduction to Organization of Information 

Resources 
2

Required number of credit 16

The guideline by MEXT: 

“Study of Children’s Services”

1. The role of reading at developmental stages and in learning

2. The significance of children’s services (including philosophy and history)

3. Materials for children (Picture books)

4. Materials for children (fiction, oral literature, non-fiction books)

5. Practice in children’s services (selection and provision of materials, 

storytelling, reading aloud, book talks, etc.)

6. Services for babies (Bookstart) and infants ; Materials for them

7. Services and Materials for young adults

8. Support for learning (instruction in the use of libraries, reference 
service)

9. School and school library activities (including how they differ from public 
library activities)

10. Alignment and cooperation with schools, homes, and local 
communities 5

• Aim of the course:  
Students understand the philosophy and methods of    
reading education at each developmental stage.

• Contents of the course: 
– 1 Significance and purposes of reading 
– 2 Reading and education of the mind (including nurturing the habit 

of reading)
– 3 Reading guidance according to developmental stages and guidance 

planning ?
– 4 Types of books for students and their utilization (including the use 

of manga etc.)
– 5 Methods for reading guidance (reading aloud, storytelling, and 

book talks, etc.)?
– 6 Cooperation and collaboration with homes, local communities, and 

public libraries etc.

The guideline from MEXT: 
“Reading for Well-rounded individuals”
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Japanese young readers (1):
Increase in time spent reading for enjoyment
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OECD (2021), 21st-Century Readers: Developing 

Literacy Skills in a Digital World, PISA, OECD 

Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/a83d84cb-

en, p.82.

Japanese young readers (2):
Comics and Fiction are favored

9

National Institute for 

Educational Policy 

Research, & Ministry of 

Education, Culture, 

Sports, Science and 

Technology (2019). 

Key Features of OECD 

Programme for 

International Student 

Assessment 2018, 

https://www.nier.go.jp/k

okusai/pisa/pdf/2018/01

_point-eng.pdf, p.6.
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• They have experienced reading promotion in schools
– Elementary Schools: Reading aloud

– Junior/Senior High Schools: Reading in class

– High schools: Bibliobattles

They are reading more and students  in the class say 
“I’m a book lover.” but…

• Their reading seems very limited to their favorites 
(authors, series…) and one or a few specific genres (light 

novels, popular books…).  

• Classics are barely touched.
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The reading experience of 

current university students 

Focus of the course: “Reading for 

Well-rounded Individuals” at Rikkyo
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• Discuss and analyze “reading”
• Understand laws and national policies about reading in 

school education 
– Courses of study and the nationally approved textbooks for Japanese 

language

• Practice methods for reading education and engagement 
with a broad range of reading materials

– Techniques for reading aloud

– Shinsho kaiten sushi
(paperbacks-go-round)

– Writing assignment on YA 
literature

– Book talks
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Course overview: “International 

Children’s Literature” 

• Offered as one of 
the compulsory 
elective courses 
for the librarian 
certificate

• Guidelines for 
these courses by 
MEXT are short: 
the courses can 
be original

• Trial offer of the 
ICL course, in 
2021 Fall

• Lecturer: 
Dr. Nakamura
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Compulsory elective courses 
of the Library Program

Credits

Seminar on Library Basics
- The Basics of Archives

2

Seminar on Library Services 2
Seminar on Library Information Resources 
- International Children’s Literature

2

History of Books and Libraries 2

Library Building and Facilities 2
Comprehensive Seminar on Libraries 2

Required number of credit 4

• Course objective: 
Understanding the international trends in and 
significance of children's literature and other media for 
children.

• Contents of the course: 
– Students understand the present status of children's 

literature and other media for children in several 
languages, such as those in English, Spanish, Japanese, and 
one other language that the registered students want to 
explore.  

– Students learn how to analyze, evaluate and appreciate 
literature and other materials  in terms of authors, 
texts/illustrations, and readers.

– Students get familiar with the current status of 
international communication of children’s literature. 

Course syllabi: 
“International Children’s Literature”

13
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Summing up: Children’s literature 

in library education in Japan

• Most of the library education programs in Japan do 
not have room in the curriculum to offer courses on 
librarianship for children.
– Most programs offer only “Study of Children's Services” as a required 

course; this was also true at Rikkyo University in most years.
– Japan’s Library Law stipulates the courses and credits for national 

certification as a librarian and the MEXT’s guideline govern course 
contents.

• The three of us teaching in the Rikkyo Librarian 
Course have our students engage with as many 
resources as they can, through practical assignments 
of library programs for children and young adults.

15

• Virtually visiting libraries and 
organizations specializing in 
children’s literature; in addition, an 
actual class visit to the International 
Library of Children’s Literature
– to be familiar with the organizations that promote the 

culture of children’s literature 

• Visiting bookstores specializing in 
children’s books and choosing a few 
good materials for introduction to 
the class.
– to encounter more materials for children/young people
– to prepare for their personal use in the future

• Writing two critical book/media 
reviews 
– to enhance knowledge of and exercise skills in analyzing 

international children’s literature. 

Three major assignments for 
“International Children’s Literature”
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Trial offer of the course on
International Children’s Literature

• Final thoughts about current needs.
– Need to teach basic knowledge and concepts related to children’s 

literature and international publishing. 

– To be really “international,” guest lecturers from other countries are 
needed.  

• Questions
– Nurturing students who can turn a critical eye  on the quality of 

children’s literature is not an easy task.  How can we best do this?  
One answer is that students need to encounter more materials. 

– Should basic knowledge on the canon and/or book lists of children’s 
literature in the world be taught or not?   If we should, then how can 
this knowledge be gained efficiently and correctly by the students?
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