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The Current Status and Issues of Wide-Area Evacuation 11 Years after
the Great East Japan Earthquake and Fukushima Nuclear Disaster

: Based on Surveys in Saitama Prefecture
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HARADA Shun NISHIKIDO Makoto

Abstract

Over eleven years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake and Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Plant disaster, but approximately 26,000 evacuees are still living outside their
home prefectures. This paper examines the status and issues of wide-area evacuation from the
disaster, based on surveys in Saitama prefecture.

From the results of local government surveys, the overall status of the evacuation in Saitama
prefecture has been revealed. The number of evacuees has decreased by 10% each year. In
addition, it became clear that local government officials were having trouble counting the
evacuees.

In regards to the evacuees, it was determined that some evacuees no longer need any support,
and are starting new lives in their new places of residence. But it should also be noted that they
are still coming to terms with their damages, and interaction may be necessary at some point.
Other evacuees still need a variety of assistance. With the passage of time and the impact of
COVID-19, their problems are becoming more complicated, and their anxiety is increasing.
Therefore, there is a continued need for the support of evacuees who are suspended between

two communities.
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