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On Becoming a Neighbor

: a Discussion of Community, Welfare, and the SDGs
through the Parable of the Good Samaritan
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Abstract

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) implemented by the United Nations in 2015 set a
pledge to “leave no one behind”. This paper examines this principle through the idea of becoming
one’s neighbor as discussed in the biblical parable of the Good Samaritan. Jesus and the scribe
agree that the most important commandments are to love God and to love one’s neighbor. In
response to the scribe’s question about who one’s neighbor is, Jesus told the Parable of the Good
Samaritan. This paper presents the perspective that love for God is characterized by an inward
orientation toward the community while love for one’s neighbor exhibits an outward orientation

toward the milieu outside the community and argues for the necessity of building relationships
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both inside and outside the community. A kind of communication required in building such

relationships shall be discussed from a case study of the As One Suzuka Community.
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Community
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