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Cultural Patronage and Scholarly Knowledge in the Court of a
Timurid Prince: Research on the Anthologies of Iskandar Sultan

OTSUKA, Osamu

It is well-known that Iskandar Sultan, a prince of the Timurid Dy-
nasty, was one of the most vigorous patrons of manuscript production in
the Persianate Societies. His cultural patronage is reflected in the fact
that during his short life he had ordered the production of several illus-
trated anthologies of Persian works in prose and verse, including one of
the most renowned masterpieces of Islamic art, “Iskandar Sultan’s horo-
scope” preserved in Wellcome Institute, London (Ms. WMS. Per. 474).
Although some anthologies have attracted much attention from art
historians for their magnificent ornaments and miniatures, their con-
tents have not been comprehensively examined via philological study.
This article is a serious philological study of the anthologies of Iskandar
Sultan, mainly based on his famous illustrated anthology preserved in
the Calouste Gulbenkian Museum in Lisbon (Ms. LA 161), whose man-
uscript catalogues have not yet been published. A close analysis reveals
that they include diverse fields of Persian works such as literature,
lexicography, Islamic law, poetics, astronomy, biology, history, medi-
cine, alchemy, and mineralogy in both prose and verse style, some of
whose titles are identified by this article. They reflect his wide-ranging
scholarly interest. As has been noted in previous studies, they highlight
Iskandar Sultan’s vision as a great intellectual. However, he was not
equally well-versed on all topics. Notably, his anthologies include not
only long, detailed works, but also short, summarized ones, whose titles
and authors are often anonymous. Some summarized works seem to be
written upon his request, including the alchemical Mirror of Iskandar,
named after Iskandar Sultan. These summarized works are simple to
read and may reflect the patron’s genuine scholarly interest and his
level of knowledge. Although we tend to pay attention to other, more
detailed major works, it is also important to examine summarized anon-
ymous works. Anthologies produced in the Persianate Societies, which
may encourage the reconsideration of cultural patronage and scholarly
knowledge in Muslim dynasties, await detailed study.
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