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The roles of others in a difference-related sense of self

Mariko HIRATA

This research investigated a difference-related sense of self in interpersonal behaviors. Participants (n=
105) completed a scale for a difference-related sense of self, a scale for affects induced by difference-
related word usage, and affective ratings of interpersonal behaviors. Factor analysis of the scale for a
difference-related sense of self yielded three factors: 1) the type including others as a target of a distin-
ctiveness desire, 2) the type including others as a source of social comparison, 3) the type including
others as a reflection of distinctiveness. These three types differed in the valence of affects produced
by both the word usage and the interpersonal behaviors. These results are discussed.
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