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Verification of the Kuleshov effect: Study about classical experiment of film editing

Kiyoshige Suzuki (Rikkyo University)

Though theories of montage in movies have had a great influence on culture, the Kuleshov effect on
which theories of montage are based have not been studied much. The purpose of this paper is to
examine the Kuleshov effect from a psychological viewpoint. Movies of videotapes for this experiment
were made from a shot of 6 shots in 6 movies by non-liner editing. One of the shots is used for the
previous shot and another is used for the following shot and then played on a screen in the dark
room. This experiment is designed by Latin square method of 3 factors, 3 levels. 60 subjects half of
whom were men had no experience of filmmaking. The task required the subjects to rate the movie
by the semantic differential method and answer questions about that movie. Results of this rating task
led to the existance of the Kuleshov effect on the movie, but the proof that the Kuleshov effect was a
phenomenon of perception is not seen. Further study of other conditions and the reconsideration the

method used in this study is needed.
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