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The effect of “attention” on the illusory line motion

Takuma Murakoshi and Yoshihisa Osada (Rikkyo University)

Hikosaka et al. (1993a) explained the phenomenon called illusory line motion owing to the facilitation
of the motion detector caused by attention. This study examines an attentional effect on this phenome-
non using a dual task which requires a subject to pay his attention to the non-cue location. During the
trial the subject was asked to do shadowing one digit randomly presented on the monitor so that he
didn’t direct his attention to a cue stimulus. The results show that subjects perceive illusory line
motion even under the dual task condition. This suggest that “attention” is not important for the illu-
sory line motion It is clear that the data does not agree with the facilitation theory of the motion

detector.
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