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The effect of active attention on the target detection task
Takuma MURAKOSHI and Yoshihisa OSADA (Rikkyo University)

Murakoshi and Osada (2000) suggested that active attention has effects on passive attentional process-
ing. This study investigated how active attention affects passive attention. A dual task was used which
requires subjects to pay attention to a fixation point. During a trial the subject was required to do
shadowing numbers randomly presented at this fixation point to control active attention to shadowing.
If active attention does not have any effect on passive attentional processing, subject’s performance in
the detection of a spot would not change even under this dual task condition. But the results showed a
difference in performance between the dual task and the non-dual task condition. It suggests that
active attention weakens the engaging and disengaging process of passive attention.
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