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The effect of movie editing on the subjective interpretation of a movie : evidence concerning the Kuleshov effect

Kiyoshige SUZUKI and Yoshihisa OSADA (Rikkyo University)

The Kuleshov effect is a well-known effect of movie editing that has been discussed as part of mon-
tage theories in Russia. However, there is no plausible account of the existence of this effect and only
a few attempts have been made so far at experimental study on the effect. In our experiment, the
order of presentation of the two shots was manipulated to test whether the first or second shot had a
greater effect on the total impression of the movie. Twenty-three subjects took part in the experiment
and were asked to give responses to twelve different movies composed of six shots, three of which
were “human face” shots and three “static object” shots. Our results provide clear evidence that the
total impression of the combinations of two shots depends significantly on the order of display of the
shots. In those cases when subjects perceived a strong relationship between the two shots, their inter-

pretations of the movie changed qualitatively.
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