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The effect of preferred daily mode of transportation on elderly residents'
feelings towards their neighborhood
Hana OYA and Sigeru HAGA (Rikkyo University)

This study examined the way in which the transportation used by elderly residents
strengthened their feelings towards neighborhood. Data was collected through a question-
naire. Respondents were 150 city residents over 65 years old, 47.7% male and 52.3% female.
A model of feelings towards neighborhood, based on Structural Equation Modeling was
constructed from 4 factors: neighborhood attachment, with 2 sub-factors, sense of
attractiveness and feeling of commitment, complaints, convenience appraisal, and
community respect. Results of analysis of variance showed that walking in a neighborhood
was directly related to overall good neighborhood feelings, and significantly affected
community respect and convenience appraisal. The bicycle-mostly-usage and tram-mostly-
usage groups, with the former consisting of mainly younger elderly and the latter of
mostly older elderly in poor health, recorded highly positive feelings toward neighborhood,
while usage of bus, subway and car showed no significant positive feelings towards
neighborhood.

Key words : feelings towards neighborhood, mode of transportation, elderly, attitude of
residential environment
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