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Dose a salient tone affect the detection of a visual target ?
Maori KOBAYASHI and Yoshihisa OSADA (Rikkyo University)

In an experiment in which visual targets were presented in synchronization with an
auditory stimulus, Kobayashi & Osada (2002) found that when the auditory stimulus had
a salient tone, detection time was faster. Both the salient and distractor tone occurred with
targets. However, as the salient tone only ever occurred with target items, there was a
possibility that it acted as a cue. The current experiment checked for this effect by
randomly synchronizing the salient tone with both targets and distractor. Salient tone had
no effect on detection time. This indicates that presentation a salient tone had no influence

on detection of a visual target.
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