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And 1 will give thee and thy sede after thee the land,
wherin thou art a stranger. (Genesis 17: 7-8)
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When the duck-billed beaver of Australia was first brought stuffed to
England, the naturalists, appealing to their classifications, maintained
that there was, in reality, no such creature; the bill in the specimen must

needs be, in some way, artificially stuck on. (59)
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[T] he last transient memory of the slumberer vanished, and he himself, not
unlikely, waked up and landed ere now — the crowd, as is usual, began in
all parts to break up... involuntarily submitting to that natural law which

ordains dissolution equally to the mass, as in time to the member. (6)
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[L]esser authors, some may hold, have no business to be perplexing
readers with duck-billed characters. Always they should represent human
nature not in obscurity, but transparency, which, indeed, is the practice

with most novelists. (59)
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In this way of thinking, the people in a fiction, like the people in a play,
must dress as nobody exactly dress, talk as nobody exactly talk, act as
nobody exactly acts. It is with fiction as with religion: it should present

another world, and yet one to which we feel the tie. (158)
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Because, since the common occurrences of life could never, in the name of
things, steadily look one way and tell one story, as flags in the trade-wind;
...(85)
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But as the good merchant could, perhaps, do better justice to the man than
the story, we shall venture to tell it in other words than his, though not to
any other effect. (26)
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Whereupon, in his porcupine way, and with sarcastic details, unpleasant
to repeat, he related a story, which might, perhaps, in a good-natured

version, be rendered as follows: ... (26)
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“Who is he, who even were truth on his tongue, his way of speaking it

would make truth almost offensive as falsehood? Who is he?” (26)
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