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On the Idea of “Correspondence”: Explorations into the Studies of
Classical Japanese Literature
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Abstract: Although “correspondence” is considered one of the most
important concepts in environmental literature studies, there is not
much comprehensive research done on this subject by students of
environmental literature. On the other hand, in the studies of
classical Japanese literature, where “correspondence” is also regarded
as an important concept, numerous works have been published on
this theme. Nonetheless, this fact remains little known to students of 73
environmental literature. One of the reasons for this neglect appears
to be related to how the latter field was established: Environmental
literature studies started in the United States in the 1980’s. Con-
sequently, scholars of environmental literature, including those in
Japan, have been mainly interested in North American literature.
Thus, little attention has been paid to classical Japanese literature
from the perspective of environmental literature studies or eco-
criticism. Against this background, this paper mainly focuses on the
studies of classical Japanese literature and attempts to give an
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overview of how “correspondence” is studied in this field. That is,
after briefly observing a general definition of “correspondence” in
environmental literature studies, this paper moves to examine a few
major theses concerning the theme in classic Japanese literature
studies, especially as related to Man yoshi (compiled in the 8th
century, AD), so as to identify commonalities and differences between
the two hitherto separately pursued disciplines from a comparative

perspective.
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