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An Interdisciplinary Approach to a Critical Consideration

of Individualism and Collectivism
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Abstract: Individualism and collectivism, which indicate a view of
the world and value system, are often used to compare cultures.
They are also one of the important themes in intercultural com-
munication study since they became a code of conduct for such
activities as interpersonal communication. Based on Hofstede’s
(1980, 1991) theory, it has been widely accepted in various fields
that America is individualistic and Japan is collectivistic. However,
this common belief is not yet proven and contains many unresolved
issues including the validity of this theory itself. The current study is
an interdisciplinary research study on cross-cultural communi-
cation that critically reexamines the validity of the theory of indi-
vidualism and collectivism {from three areas of study—social
psychology, folklore, and linguistics. To be specific, individualism
and collectivism may not be workable as a framework for cultural
comparison since those concepts are multilayered and ambiguous
with respect to cultural values. This study intends to demonstrate
that the ancient Japanese had a view of self that combined group
with self and had an absolute self different from that of the West. In
addition, this study argues the case from a linguistic point of view
that Japanese includes language use of a private self that others
cannot penetrate and that the image of Japanese that emerges is an
extremely individual existence based on exclusive inner self-

consciousness that is quite contrary to collectivism.
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HAESHEE2H SOTERZE LT, EAZE (individualism) ST (collectivism)
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A, 2002, p. 200 EENSH. EAFHEIEMEROD SR> EERE,. R Y OHEEE
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{ﬁb&ﬂi%ikt@%ﬂ%%)/?& DEBRIZHE DN TE TS, ARKERNTHEINE
OHFIGREENZASNEEDIT, TAUVAAIEAZRRETHD., ARANTERE ﬁ’]T@fZ)
WD FEDIRE . %?hﬁfﬁéfzﬁibmibﬂ@v&ﬂAd\o Tna,

LinUiadis, 7EH (2002, pp.26-27) T, (EOEBE, HEAAIBAZENTSH2D (b
HNEEMEREMTH I DWW T, BEOCHVWIETEBEZTDLARNWEIARES] &L,
U (2001, p. 191D T, [HFE#SEHRACERMESREICONWTIR, EXMASEREL T
VAR ARIN AN Hﬁ@WMOW@%%éN;@%LOmT f%&x%?f<v5@§ﬁ%ﬁ
FHEEROMENRDONDZAD ] L TWwa, A% EAFEREEFFR IV IER
OEHREEE (2 < OB 2N L 2B cct*cé; (5’\7\%, 2005, p. 4 LhbhsHE
XA 27— a PR E LT, #alBEBy R, 2L T EBRFO3IDOEMS,
HHITERF TS, INET, HERANIEFFEHR U TH L NI FNHRIZTI - T, [HEAAZE
FIZEz2ERIE5] HH50E THAASEIOSERZEH TS EWO EHBRDOUE L THR
ADDZanr—2al - AFANEHBTAZENB o270, £ LRI L TRIET S
TEE, B o= a L iEELTEHNEDEEZD,

BB, FMEIIBNTS, THERAZ] & [7TAVAAR] EWDE58FUAF1 v 7k
ELAHT, TOLRHMERER TSI EMH 50 BAANEFEDI &, £/, TAUR
ANEZHOZ &M, BE, R EEOERYN,. AR TE D HRITEFNTNOEB S
CBWTHEREREL > TL5ZE&MP D, &<, BIFENRERENSERTHHEEHITIE.
EZETHEIEHIHLIONEVOBERHAREIVWIENEDLSRBBRTHRILEZOMEND &
SAFEDHEBIIBNT, HEAZERTOIMLENH D, TAUAALCDNTE, RETZOR
HEHE (ethnicity) ZBUTWBEDIT. ZNFNOSTHICRNWT, ZLEFOERLTNHARARE
BRHREHEICT A5, EARNICERLRITNERLSRWEZIATE, TOHRRLTNS
NEELD THLMNZT B, FRLANOE AT, BAAER viifﬂﬁjfz@f%i' HIR
DHFT, FOXULEHEATHARMI' OZETHD, 7AUNASEBAKIC EENE>200
ERHROT7AUAT, FOXEHEETAAE] O L THWS,
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T& ozt%é@fik®m&¥1®§ﬁﬁ EWND 2DODBAEANS, T EHEIC



EAEZSEMEREFESTD

HEENERICEIAMER. A RNAROERBELY EANERD). RIhE R
DERSH (BCIGERT 20 ANBEICGERT 5., 08 (KENMETH). £HIBT5
HEfRa (F—08RE0, REREAERCH TR AR ERD2NWT, BARHLTTY 27—
FREEL, TOMREREMEL ToMIT2 WIS RERERMICEONTNWS, DED,
2D ERE TR, 7 o= MCE A EEAOFEANEAEST RO R O ANET
LB EABLTVDOTHD, ZIUIET ZIC, MEBEEEMEANOTEZZ/ L T
WS ENWHHEOBEERD D, MEREHEET 2B, H20d X bimEENE A HNEL
ENTVBEDRIHRN B HENZBES S,

AAAMERTERNT, TAUAANEAEZEEN THLENSHEHTHEOTE THEEDTL
LA, FOKIL TS EIMFEIL, LD ST Hofstede (1980, 1991 TH B Z &%
vy, Geert Hofstede 14, IBM O#BEEBRFIC U2 KEELAEEZT Y, HAOIEELE S D
OHIBOS B, 7 AV AR - EBBEAZEN T, HART 22FBHTH D EMEDT 7 (Hofstede,
1980), Z 35 U TEEHISHICEALTBIEDO X 37 2/EK U /- Hofstede 13, [ AFEIEEHH
LT AT, BALBEAOENDERYIZONTHS, ANIZNTH. HoEEEREOH
BranEL Y, EEEHEE2BMETEHATE, ABEENEELS, AUN—ELTOHEUD
ZOBWNERICES IS, REMICEREZEINED, ARZOERMSEEIChE > TH
HwaEnsd]l GR7A7—FR, 1995, p. 51 &R T, @AEHEE LEMESREaT Wil ®
TWws, UL, #HEESHEZ 1 DOSUERNBEAE LTER, TOEAEEOR I T7ITER
LTway, £EHFEHOZAITEERLTVADITTEHRN, DFED, BAFHROAITNEL
BWETBARNICENEREMEDIT TNEDOTH D, TOEKTIE, O (1998, p.47)
BT, [BEANTENEREOFEW “HAEHE > TRARWETHIE mELXARIC. £
DRI F TV —THH>PEMTEEZCHEZ VOB ITHITETsNTLED] BN Tn5 X
312, Z® Hofstede (1980) IZBWVWTH, HAE (i) MAEAZRRTRITNL FI2E340
ST ETIEEHEINTLE > TWA I ECEETRETHAS D,

EE - R (1997, pp. 815-316) Tld. Z® Hofstede (1980) ZEL <HFLTH5B &, [
AEZRT] 2T EMERE. BAZRIENERLEEENENHOEIMADTHD, —
BICHREINTVAEAERIIHELTBEST, EEEDSEOLVWBDOTHD., ZNIXHED
<EOEIL, FEROHEAZTZEOEEZ2TERBIOGSHOL TNA EIZHRLNN, EL TS,
Co&WZ, R T7A5— R (1995, p. 52) THRFHMOBEEELTAHSE, HAFHEOETIEE
AN DI HOoRFEBHEOEFBIZSD AT AENEBN T2 5 (86)] THH VAR
HHIZEBEFOBATHEENTES (49)] [RDHN BN H D EREOESNALE
THDH (46)] EWHHEHNEHEZN, —F. EFFEROETIE [FEE—-—lE Eilm L
B OBHEDORZD) OBRNEL N (82)] [EERE—EERENIWL (EAELPEL, BHA
NS THEZERPIEATH HRE) 69 ] [HEORE—BOHNSEN 27 HE
TES (-63)] HEBOHEOHy INOEMEIDT. HFEWNE tWISEHEZERL TWiE Lk
STWS, 7ZLNZ, INSIE—BNRERTOEAZZORTEVWD XD, [EACBE
BIcHT5MEE] © [EACHEEICHT2HEE] S THbWALIOIBERNTHD, LEES
¥THDIBM ENHIEBRIZBEZZZNE, IO LAERRBEsNZZ L8R EITES
REZETHAEVWA, FVEERILE, ZOFIzAHALNDEI, BAXEEEENTEROLE
HREEORNN G, FABEFORBENRBERICE > T, »2ERAFZTAROHINTHEAETRE
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EHELNMESNEADOISICHESNAARENSH 2O TRRLNAENSI I ETHD, IO
AT 555:?}?!] (HFCRBOBEE) WETLEADOEMN., FOEANET Sl (H
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2 fL\E%(D P BNWT ERPTERCEDEZ <IN EERUIR> 286 H
D, EFRPOLEFEEICRERS NI bEGAZFRX] (LE, 2002, p. 169) A% Markus &
Kitayama (1991) TH D, #Hoid, HEOAMR, BEE2MEBSIIMST LAERELEEEAD TH
‘5@1?&!’955%‘%* (independent view of self) #H > TWBDIZHL, ARATMEE OEZD

WHOAFEL TWAS EE AL HERMANECHE] (nterdependent view of self) % -
ThHEFRL, 7AUANMEAAFBY THANERERWTH S I 2MEITHECE S
HpRWBECEH EWOMERT, B L TWwad, £L T, Markus & Kitayama (1991) TiE, #
BRATAYE S BT LT separation, MAWHHIAYE CBITH U T connectedness W5 F—17
— REHXZD AT, WFI individualist, egocentric, separate, autonomous, idiocentric,
self-contained, #3117 sociocentric, holistic, collective, allocentric, ensembled, constituitive,
contextualist, connected, relational 72 ED T XJLATE L T A, Z2TH, HAMTHED
BeEAER HABANEDEHZEFFEIBEERATANE, 202008 ENINSD
FTAOVTRENERENRT IO, ELOTELBUREREVWES > THRINDZIEEHS
DLTWBEENZRFEAS,

2B, O Markus & Kitayama (1991) IZHTo#H b H LS. LA VT b (2001,
p.76) W, 7YY NBHEKGFHNEADSORCEREZ DS, 7 AU D AEEHINEENSD
HOMRZOoTWD] EWIRHO—RILICENZEL, BRoHEAECT ¥ 0% H
WERWTREADERENES N MREEERBL TS, /2. W (2002, pp. 170-171) 1.
YA A SO FENTHRNRABBEORERZER LN S, UDISdERNAAEEOREIC
5 [TV IHIABE] (EHEELORLTHEETHERR) 2RUERETHLED TS
EVNINT Ry T A>T BI 8, E5IC. ABMOLIHEMBRBERO L AT LOERTH
D, MEWRERO I AT LAREBLEWHEDLOBRIIRTETH 2 T HFREHLLE
FOUEPSHBL Tna,

hEEO [FENE (HEMW ] 2B8EH T80 DREN], PRESE (B8] 2389548

ax [EER] LT, AERLEMERZISITHE L TEATINAS Triandis (1995) i,
EATREHERBEMIC2EMNITRILASNANENSI ZEEZFRL TS, HF
(2006) Tlx, o [ACEREAER] DROFHER ] [EEME AR [BENER R
EWS 4 DOhF I —E&E U Triandis (1995) O—#fZ2H SICER L7-BRZER L.

BREIZAE - TAYN - hE - BEOFNENBLF 0L TDOORFAEEHBEIZLTT >
— A cff’)to AADREEOHEIZE, mk?—ﬁ’ﬂ%[ﬂf?ij OEEEFEMN N, [BE
WEMTZH] OBSZ420h5 T —ORMTRIETHD AU S ORZFEE, [AEAE

ANFEFE] OBAEEI 200 [EEHEAZRER] OB .Ji‘lﬁUE‘F‘ BIETHo72l Eh 5,
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DHER. DED. COMROZELEHEIT HHREE .

PbEO&DT, #HA20EFOSE TR, @A LUT [a&] [ [Hel ] e,
W<DBOEEITET HPEZITL, /\M—\&L TOXLRIMER (8 A ‘C%.I&) % R
Z5&LLTWaE, Ll B3I ansr—2a >00B TR, MESICE. BANEES
(personal values) &SUBEYMHMEE (cultural values) H1H O, WHAAHEE ”?ﬁ‘ffb?@j’(blé
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EERD, WEL TOLEEE (REPHERMELREEZEZDEZIC TR KXo T, &
FREETZOTHD, BEIIUEWEHA DN TEOXMLOEERLZ EABANTHREL
TB5HDTHD, —FleETNE B TEHED (B BLERVEESTVWTY, &
LREOHE (Zid, AFRRLE) TRP2EI N0 EHEL 2D T 5 O AR EEEZ
A [BATEN] EWSEEHETE. TFiE] WO EET 5 AL ORI AN 5 4 &
N, FOWREDDETIHETOHEELTNLOT, ZNEVEMEER THL (7 AU Ik
FREOETIEFAE SV OMEN B> 22Dl AACIiEEbN b Tna),
Z 5 L7 ERIER S EARMER S OB Z2 2B A LM H I &R LIC, MAEREE
HAEROERZEACH L THETS LT, 2OEANEBELTHWLXEOESL LU THFET S H
EE, BMTONDRTNWELTD, HENSHML TWAHREZEEHT I IR TR
[2ViEN

o, EAERSCEFFEREBRTL2IETERERE 2HEMUMICHEL T, 20TXT
NEAFEEHEOHEITITA BHFEOBECE B LW OIEMRVEERREATDDTHY,
FARMEEE T, H2ERO IR A N, HOEROEZITIE B & WD o8B
EERTHILBHD7EAD, DFED, HACHREEZERTLPEFORREZERTLINEND
L5721 w9 ZE L TH, EAEREREAERSEOMRTAZTIRWL, BEvHme
WOBRAEHRLTH, FRRIHETENTNOEROLETLNM W, BEAA, &5 -
P (1997, p.314) @ [(BRILD) BFENRES DT OHEEZEAL THMRERITITAR 57200
EVWSFRBHURTH S, MONSBERETEDDTELENIOIZ, TRXRTANBOELSMIC
RES DL DA A EE L TUEfER L TR 20 THS, Z5LTRTLS
L EAZEREEFERE VORI, MEBfERE L T, 20N 0ICEENTH
D, ELDLTRARLEL TS ENDTLZEARN,

DER., XEAMEEE S WO N5, HHEATRIELALOARKEE NS BO TR
NERSBNETUL, TAUDEHAEZWSEZ 1 DOXMEMWEMN E U TEALBEEITE B
AFBLEFER VI ETUHRET S L3 OPERIC DA 5D TII AW, K
ElEB&RAE L TIEZRT, MREBRBZELL THH0THD., HITHEA L TR ERFE
OIEER] S [FR] I T S MEHE sk L LT, Eo REENH TS 20T
TE2, ZITH, TOMREBDESL DT E2T S5 I LITRREEN, ULEBROBANSIEH E
DEHNEY, Ledo> T, INETOMAEREEATRICHETLIHETHOLNZERIZ, ©
ULASERIMMER & WD K 0E, RBEDIBM OREBREDI DI, HE2HRT 2525
EDBOALFELORBIZIERS2H LGNS, 201 DDEOLBEOHKREZD > THEE
DYALEETHOIIEEND B4, L&A Masumoto (2002) T, EHFE 30 &
DHANTIE 68%NEFEZARMEBRZEZ D> TEA, READHEICE T1%0ME AN EED
BEHEEZ S TVBENIBREZMEL TnEH LK. BEE—-OXEEESAREEICEFD
H—OXENTEENRERPE20THNE. TNE2VE<<DICL TUEMMER SIZW A
BNETTH 5,

/o, HEESEAEEZEN TRENEHAERNTH 5] LD RIBNRD KBRS DA
=9 %3545 (Nishett, 2003) dH 20, IO LAERERFUFEIEL TVWRWVWHELH 5,
Schwarts & Ros (1995) &, #5746 HEDOF¥4E L HEEY > )V conservatism, hierarchy,
affective autonomy, intellectual autonomy, mastery, egalitarianism, harmony &5 7 DOff
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F—fld5ZEEITERNL, BEEEETAUDEOZERAEREEIET PTOEL DB RENE
LTWwa, 517, Oyserman et al. (2002) (&, 1980 &5 5 1999 FE TIcHRSINEAZE
FEEMERIC Fﬁ@“é%ﬂ?‘%% “individualism, collectivism, independence interdependence,
self-construal, allocentrism, and idiocentrism” & W5 F— 17— R i THRL, #hizk
S THESNZ 83 QETEMSE A 2T L, 170 DL IBHAYSCHIT SR %5&1‘5’3 FL 7z, GDEEERYSC
BREFIE &0, AN 58 & R 38AT “self-concept, well-being, attribution style, or relationality”
DOHAEL L THEFGWICHEINTHBBOEELTWS, ZO@mXL, BULT7AUAATHI—
D /SBRTAUIANEMOREEZS D7 AUAANEOREE L THSENEHTHZ. RO
WRELTE, 3Oy AT AUATAZIEACEHIEE WS STHIDEAFENTHD, |
EHIIHTL2RBE NI RATEENEELFERN TRV, FI7UARTAUIART T
BT AUANCHANE, 2R EMAERITIERVWL, BAEAPBREAICHANE, XD&
HEZHTHEETH, F29HE, TAUDAEREI O NRRT AU ADIEZEZBATL
EFHE, PR EBEARESEFFEERZCETAENED, INFTOERIL. Eo-<FhHan
RnhZEithzsd, 20X, EITT A ‘) 71 DB ethnicity (REEW) ZT&IGESER
AHTWLS AR U Z T ORI RABITILOTERNWEDD TEERBELRDTH 5.
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HELBEFHHEN SO EE M S HIFNTH S R0 RE D 5 O

O b, B f[i)\”:?,&/iﬂi&i iﬁ@“é & 73%) atf: Y j Il
Tid, Bi¥ (BB Tl folklore) & REY (FEEE T ethnology) #1& D, #i#l iﬁ%&?‘é
AN T DOTHY, BEREFNNERTHEZEIA00, RETEH—EREBZFEFEL 20E
HBEEZLLICLTEAT RN OHCEHZHRU éﬁﬁiiﬁrﬁ_ DEFEIEFERT D, BB, H

RENWSEHEBEROBEE NS R B4 THE S teza’&%e%%ﬁkﬁﬁfﬁméfa
ﬁJ@{EMEfﬁﬁwmﬁc%%kfohtm BOT ) AL TORKEOEERRE

L TE—#a] LT TE8(tA]) (F* 2006, p. 104) ESHEEL, HAEAER
FOHBIIEDBALDIEEL THE2ED S,

BAFHRIEHFEEZRLZDAT, ECEEED LSADNEWIHINERELD TEEHRE
HELD, INETELOFET, EAFROE#MLLT I LAZEA] OFENFRICE-S
TWaDITH L., BEFETE MHAKFETDEA] NEOFRBEIEIN TS, DTiC. BRE%E
MEE N S BFRADE U ﬁ?é%zﬁembéoA%®ﬁaﬁeﬁﬁﬁeﬁ% Ht & DR

Twlzbol, MEHES I LU TEHH S EaAR, 1978 Ffuxk, 1979 il, 2005 7z
dcHKL¥‘T@Mi@@ﬂ%%Ki%cw&ﬁﬁbfhﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁjﬂ@f EENF3
U TIEEHBLENRNERCHES S TEE TN DI, £REREL TORNEENREFELT
Wim, T2, mﬁﬁ%eﬁﬁ REEZHIBVHRAOPTEETAEANS /2, 75
UZBEMATEETHZ HARD I LM ERHELEEL, ZNETNDRENRE-ST
WL EBROHRTED] "”J%%té’tﬁﬁﬁi&bfmlof_o FOEWRTIIEFERLVWADNS
Lﬂ@w Lonl., ZOEBWNREIATIEE, SIREREL. BB FEE- THAORWES

FELLRozE, 1D fhsaH00WE, HBICk o TRBEATISERLENDEIAD
%éﬁ WETNIZLTH, FHOLAEEAORBICE > T, HUTHESNA-FhBERE—~KER
U, ZIZ\50THD, Z2LT EEVEFER] L, BHEHOBIINHSIEER2DTH 2
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(W1, 1998[1943], pp. 73-74).

HEZZIEFEALTHD, TEEABRIENEENRZHOELTESABNTVWEDTH S, B
TWBEICHETT, WTHUIESE S HREDAIRA D & T 5L, mEOEATES
WGES HEMAEATE] ETHERZH0OTH S, HEZBBRL AE0NRBEA SR, LEE
BIChHBLDM BB CE0A, MEEOERBRERBYD, FHMWLECOSIZETHS
LEEBEADETHEATH S, THEAMEH] 1972(1944]) 2F LRI, [5D9101F
HCOMFERZT L, AQERTWRN] OTHD, ZHULAECEBARLAIEN [BED]
ELTHETDHEND, AT THED] 0BT [EOAEMEHROEE X< L<ETFnt
ODERTEBE—ADZDROT0] O [HE—A (WBIZA)] ZENFLOBEONTH S &
T4, DED, AHMIEFELED [HC] THHH, HARCBITAAEICBWTE EED] ok
HIENTELDOTHYD, TOWMEEFRHATWDNS ZF, AERBNEMNEZ [BF] T2 &
WHZEEFRELTWS,

FU X RERA XATLBODXD M N EFIET 5 — BTl ABAHICARS 2 &350
WH0ERY, BRNERCRETA MY NT T, SHRECREETHD, TNTEBEML-
FHETHO, ANBIIHEZTEAWTHD, ZORIRHOBELCVITETSORAMTH 5.
FITHE, MEARTHEEL TWAOTHD, I ABMBE—IZR2 &N FBEISEERNIC
WEELRW, —F, BRICBW TR, BETHAETS, ABBEE—ADE DDA
HEWH XD HHOE] ELTOAR, DEDMELEOBEBRPHREBEDCEBEN > T VS
Yok H BIHEELTWLIOTH S, BB I THILE LA > RefEO O TIERL,
HET [AATEROMEMNEFCIBERAREEST. HMLUTERNREZET TER] Gu#z,
2007, p.47) (MEIDZETH S,

HAODNH#E T AR S5 WET [HEOFTEEZLH, EREKO—-BL U TERETEH
M & THEeaE e L TOR GEROEREHRTITLDICEETNSHM) ] Ol FEFEA
OFTHFIFTEETEL, DFED, HEREZEFL TWAERELEDIZHS [H] &
HEOERICEERVNHIVDEDD R HEAORTHEEL TWAEDTH S, Wil (2005,
p. 161 ICENE THXROALOEHO—FIZX, [DE0H0E, £EE25ADE—A] &
WORELZZEAZZROBEENS Y, HIZEHEREEHITEEZ2HERZEA L 2BHNH
5] &Y. [HAOGHRRE ML, BICBNEAEEZS > TWB] (R, 2005, p. 164)
DTH 5B,

ZHLHERATIE, BATHAIEEEMNTHAIERESEDTRED, EB52FEHT LM
EWVNS KD EAFFHENMEROLDIR) ST HFETHIERLIC, ZNSEMLITE T
2o FURAPMEWHEF TR, PP REEVIEERNS D, bOTEEANEDOL DR THE
L, REDOX D7 [HHE] Z2BDRNWEVWSIEHENARZEAFRH S, BETEESNAMETHD
FEANFEHEEFERD QEMTMICESATVNS AT, HiFfRENA DL, BAOERK T
—RAFETHLIRIETH, ABCRDTEELTLED ZERENREZRABRNEND 2 &
bbhHb, Eins, EHREFICEL Thwahs Lo T, ZOEMEFICHEL TWa &0, L
DHEMOESEEEHL TR EVWIBRELRTICEE T I ERWEETH - -0 TiERNnE
ADI, BAMICEBAOCZDOOEFTEY, EHOZDOEATERN /2. EREDORMNT
BiEhoThwaDWRBESET B E0W3EATH- -,
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HHLHEFRTEZZHS EENESETCEROTHD, INETWONTERLDR (B EHE

93




ICR EER
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%?T%{Aiﬁum@ﬁ%?ﬁf ffﬂ’fa**@{ RESTALBOBEEZZEATHHEE, ANAENEIE [HE
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HEEEEOMREHEICHEEL TWADTHD, HARREIENEHROLOIRERITIBTS
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— Rz, #iéu“ﬂ B Z2H5bh T 28 FE LTI ULAaEFEL Thingl, BARETIE
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9001a; B - BRI, 2001b), BATFIC, EEoOHmZE DL, BEENAE2S S, THEA

PEMERNTH D] ENIBHETREINAWIE, £, BREFHEENS O THAN

FEHAAD HEWMaEn) 2BETHIERTRTHD I LEHERS,

E9, BAANEFERN 2 THFTHITEOME TILSREINEMEELT [UF] & [V M
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VR ZHLTE HB E0HQIHL T, FEOXZDR [oF] L TE fisﬁ}*/vj
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