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Abstract

At present, Japan’s foreign student policy is changing from simply offering ODA
assistance to developing countries to one of career placement of outstanding foreign
students as talented human resources in Japanese companies. As a result, The “Career
Development Program for Foreign Students from Asia” has been implemented since
2007 by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry and the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, aiming to promote mutual understanding and
economic partnership among Asian countries, and to connect excellent foreign students
with Japanese companies. However, only a small number of foreign students in Japan
are currently employed by Japanese companies. At the time of this writing, the goal of
this research is to review and analyze the current situation and the reports of surveys
regarding the employment of foreign students in order to identify and clarify the factors
within the present method of Japanese language education that could be hindering the
employment of foreign students in Japan. Consequently, this research will serve to
better understand and perceive the kinds of improvements that ought to be made in
the Japanese language education system to resolve this situation. The surveys revealed
that two aspects of Japanese language education were necessary to support foreign
students in finding employment. The first aspect was Japanese language education to
help in the search for employment and then enable the foreign student to pass the
employment examination. The second aspect was Japanese business language education
to equip the foreign student with sufficient ability to contribute to the strength of the
company where the student was employed. The survey also revealed that currently only
the latter aspect was being practiced; however, Japanese business language education
was required only after joining the company. Clearly, what is necessary is to further
foster Japanese language education that supports the foreign student in finding
employment and passing the employment examination.
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