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Glamorizing Shame:
Colonialism in Postcolonial Japan and Korea
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Kyunghyun (Mitsuyama Humihiro)

Abstract

This paper examines the war memories and post-colonial sensibility reflected in
two films: a Korean film, Blue Swallow (Yoon Jong Chan, 2004) and a Japanese film,
Hotaru (Huruhata Yasuo, 2001). Commercial cinema is a significant technology of
memory to popularize the cultural politics of national identity, and transnational
communication led by mainstream society. It is free from the faithfulness which the
official history is supposed to pursue. On the other hand, the freedom of expression is
strictly subject to the capitalist market principle: It should be entertaining. The subjectivity
in reconstructing history on the screen expresses the complicated, conflicting interests
and concerns that arise in remembering the past. This comparative study of Korean
national cinemas dealing with colonial history and war memories brings the different
perspectives and positions of the two countries to light. Blue Swallow is about the first
Korean female aviator, Pak Kyungwon, and Hotaru is based on the story of a Korean
Kamikaze pilot, Tak Kyunghyun. Both Pak and Tak died for the Japanese Empire but their
presences in the history were never to be acknowledged in Japan and of course, in
Korea as the issues of Japanese collaboration are still a strict political taboo. | discuss
the mirror images between colonized Korea and colonial Japan in the two films,
focusing on the film techniques and styles that glamorize this shameful history.
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