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Abstract

KANO SHUNSEN TOMONOBU was born in 1843 as the eldest son of Kano Tosen
Nakanobu, eighth head of Hamacho family of the Kano School. Tomonobu was
formally appointed as apprentice court painter by the then Shogun lemochi at the age
of 16 and was commissioned to draw paintings to decorate the Shogun’s quarters of
Edo Castle with his father and other Kano School painters. In addition, Tomonobu was
sent to study western painting at Kaiseijo and with Charles Wirgman. Tomonobu was
25 years old at the time of Meiji Restoration, and while many court painters were forced
to give up painting, he became instructor of drawing at Kaisei Gakko, later Tokyo
University Preparatory School. Here he met Ernest Fenollosa and taught him the
fundamentals of Japanese painting. When Tokyo School of Fine Arts was founded in
1889 through the endeavors of Fenollosa and Okakura Kakuzo (Tenshin), Tomonobu
was invited to teach Japanese painting. During this period, he painted “The Battle of
Heiji” which was exhibited at the World’s Columbian Exposition of Chicago in 1893, as
well as decorations of the Japanese pavilion Ho-O-Den. This paper seeks to investigate
the fate of Ho-O-Den and Tomonobu'’s works in Chicago.
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