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Abstract

This paper summarizes the results of the archaeological excavation which the
author undertook at the Loma Chocolatalito, an ancient settlement in the Bolivian
Amazon, focusing on its religion and world view. This excavation was realized for three
years from 2006 until 2008 and was the core of the Project Mojos (Phase 1) which is a
Japan-Bolivia joint scientific project to investigate the ancient culture of the Llanos de
Mojos of Bolivia. The excavation confirmed that this ancient place was inhabited for
over 1,300 years beginning before Christ and achieved a considerably refined culture.
The unearthed objects included, among other things, human skeletons, burial urns,
ceremonial pots, ornaments, artifacts, tools and devices and musical instruments. An
analysis of the findings of the archaeological excavation shed light on the understanding
of ancient burial practice, pottery tradition, animal worship, religion, world view and
environmental thought.
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