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Pitzom Q’ag’al (“Wrapped Fire”):

A Study of the Content and Essence of Mayan Thought
Found in “La Cosmovisién Maya (Mayan Worldview)”
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Abstract

The theme of this paper is “La Cosmovision Maya (Le Chikaj Mayib)” or Mayan
worldview. In contemporary Mayan culture there is a distinct system of knowledge or
wisdom which has been passed on for thousands of years since the time of ancient
Mayan Civilization. In the Maya-Kiche mythology Pop Wuj this system of knowledge or
wisdom is represented in a mysterious object called Pitzom Q'aq’al or “Wrapped Fire”.
What is Pitzom Q’ag’al? What exactly does it symbolize? In order to clarify the very
nature of this spiritual symbol this paper attempts to examine six important elements
of Mayan culture which may illustrate Pitzom Q'aq'al: (1) concepts of time in Mayan
calendars, (2) Mayan Sacred Calendar (Solq'ij Mayib) and 20 day spirits (Nahaules), (3)
Kabawil or Mayan dualism, (4) J1'ol' Ke'xo'l (Jaloj K'exoj), change and continuity, (5)
Riillaj Mam (Maximén) and a Tree of Life, and (6) Mayan Cross. Of these especially
important is the 260-day Sacred Calendar whose 20 Nahaules work as an ethical code
or guiding principles in the social life of Mayan people. And what this calendar finally
leads to is the principle of Kabawil, a kind of “dialectic of harmony” which has been
developed as philosophical knowledge in the Maya world.
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