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Abstract

KANO SHUNSEN TOMONOBU (1843-1912) was commissioned in 1859, as court
painter in the last days of the Tokugawa shogunate, 15 hanging scrolls to send to the
USA and to Britain. He was granted a set of seasonal costumes and 50 silver coins in
addition to his yearly wages, according to his records as associate professor at the
Tokyo School of Fine Arts. Tomonobu, whose major works include “The Battle of Heiji”
(Tokyo National Museum), “Mandarin Ducks on a Fallen Tree” (University Art Museum,
Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music), “Winter Landscape” and “Flowers on
a Lacquer Plate” (Museum of Fine Arts, Boston), “Landscape” (Philadelphia Museum of
Art), “Floral Arrangements” (The State Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg), and several
others in private collections, is known for his association with Ernest F. Fenollosa who
arrived in Japan after the Meiji Restoration and advocated traditional Japanese arts. The
15 hanging scrolls commissioned as gifts of the newly opened nation would have had
a special meaning to the artist who sought to preserve the tradition of Kano school
painting during the rapid westernization. This paper seeks to investigate the fate of
these hanging scrolls, some of which were presumably sent with the first Japanese
Embassy to the United States in 1860.
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