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Is Collaborative and Urban Managerial Regime Established?
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Abstract

The aim of this article is to analyze structuring and restructuring processes of a suburban regime
by applying the urban regime perspective to a suburban municipality, Mitaka City, Tokyo. The suburban
regime in Mitaka City was structured during the suburban growth of the 19505 against the old regime of
rural honorable families; It began with a suburban developmental regime built by a socialist mayor who
was endorsed at first by the reformist coalition and then by local conservative fractions after 1963; The
office was taken over again by a new mayor belonging to the right-wing faction of the Socialist Party,
endorsed by an extensive center-left coalition which made up a participatory and anti-growth regime in
the mid 1970s; Then, after the mayor retired in 1991, it was restructured by 2 conservative and center-
left coalition as an participatory and urban managerial regime; and now moving toward a collaborative
and urban managerial regime promoted by the conservative and centrist coalition under the conditions
of neo-liberal structural reform of the 2000s. The case study shows that these shifts are due to adapting to
the political, economic, and demographic changes surrounding the municipality in each decade, although

the ongoing regime is not stabilized yet. Some distinctive features of the suburban regime are discussed.
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