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A Preliminary Study of Empowerment Process among Users of Micro- finance in BRAC:
from the Perspective of Studies on Welfare Society
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Yasuhito Kinoshita

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to explore the process of empowerment among users of micro-
finance in BRAC within the theoretical framework of studies on welfare societies. The interview
data, of which those on micro-finance were utilized in this paper, were collected by four members
of the project, “A Welfare Sociological Study of BRAC”, on August, 2010 in Bangladesh.

The paper discusses first the theoretical framework of this research project, then presents a
brief background history of Bangladesh and BRAC, followed by a short summary of the main
characteristics of the BRAC activities and the methodological perspective used to study the
BRAC model. After that, 8 case studies of successful micro-finance users are presented in brief
and the data are interpreted in terms of patterns of loan use, participation and involvement in a
Village Organization, generational relationship between them and their children, and the nature of

being a member of a Village Organization.

Keywords : Bangladesh, BRAC, micro-finance, empowerment process, welfare society
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Name of the interviewer:
Name of the English translator
Name of the interviewee:

Age

Marital status and family composition (those now living together)

-on each member, age, sex, jobs

8-1
8-2
8-3
8-4
8-5
8-6

6. Length of living in this village-since born or since when?
7. vyears of school education

8. Current Micro-finance loan

Amount of the current loan

amount of weekly payment and when paying back completely

What is she doing with this loan?

When did she first borrow a micro-finance loan? How did she, and why then?
How has she changed since then? - such as living conditions, future plan,

What does she think most important?

Other BRAC programs in use - health, non-formal education, legal education, etc.,
Is she a member of Village Organization? - her role in the committee, and in the community.
In what way has her village changed since BRAC came?

Health conditions

Did any of your family members get ill recently? Ask the most recent case.

What was/were the problem? Diagnosis and treatment

How did she cope with the problem, such as taking clinics, getting medicine/treatments, etc.,




