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From Homecoming to Tourism:
Transformation Process of Papua New Guinean Chinese Visit to China

il A

Tetsu Ichikawa

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to examine the meaning of homeland of Chinese overseas. To discuss
this topic, this paper will take Papua New Guinean Chinese as a case study and analyze the
transformation process of their visit to China. The Chinese community in Papua New Guinea has
been existed since 19th century. The Chinese arrived at German New Guinea as colonial labors.
Their homelands were some villages in Siy: area, Canton province. After World War I Australia
took over the German New Guinea. Under the German and Australian rule, some Chinese brought
their spouses to New Guinea and other married local people. As a result, the local born generation
increased gradually in New Guinea. Before World War II, some of the local born children were
sent to China for their education. However, in 1960th Australian government changed their White
Australia Policy and admitted the Chinese in New Guinea to acquired Australian citizenship. After
obtaining the Australian passport, the Chinese in New Guinea started sending their children to
Australia for high education. Since the eve of the independence of Papua New Guinea in 1975,
these Chinese re-migrated to Australia and settle in some cities such as Sydney and Brisbane.
These localized Chinese also visit China since the People’s Republic of China had opened its door to
overseas since 1978. Although many Papua New Guinean Chinese visited China now, most of them
do not visit their ancestors’ villages. Instead they visit touristic places in China such as Beijing,
Shanghai, Guilin, Yun'nan, Hong Kong, and Macau. Their visit to China changed its meaning from

homecoming to tourism.
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