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From Residential Neighborhoods to a Fashionable Commercial District:

Activities of Local Residents and a New Area Management Association in
Jingu-mae of Shibuya Ward in Tokyo
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to describe how residential neighborhoods with close alleys
in the Jingu-mae area of Shibuya ward in Tokyo have been transformed into a fashionable
commercial district from a standpoint of the local residents and its new area management
association and to discuss its significance for urban sociology.

The area was composed of several residential neighborhoods and the local residents had
developed regional activities for improvement of residential environments until the early 1980s.
However, in the mid-1980s, due to the asset-inflated bubble economy, some residents could not
pay heavy property tax and moved out to other areas and others demolished their houses and
built commercial buildings. The tenants were boutiques, hair salons, and some clothing design
firms; the owners were living upper floors and became to live on the rent. Furthermore,
recently, they established a new area management association with local residents, owners of
new shops, new firms, developers, and a pon-profit organization chaired by a university
professor. This association aims to improve close alleys as an attractive commereial district for
young adult consumers,

The previous studies of urban sociology have shown that the transformation from a
residential neighborhood into a fashionable commercial district tends to remove local residents
due to real-gstate inflation. In contrast, this paper has described a new form of an area
management association initiated by the owner residents in a fashionable commercial district.
In addition, this paper pointed out the contradiction that those local residents who had
developed regional activities for improvement of residential environments until the early 1980s
have transformed the close alleys into such a commercial district by establishing a new area

management association.
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