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Abstract

In a private university located in central Tokyo, three quarters of current students, born
between 1989 and 1995, were born and grew up in Tokyo and its suburbs. In Japan — where
most job opportunities are in the Tokyo Metropolitan Area - the students are likely to remain.
The question is whether they will choose to live in the places they grew up, or will choose
another location that better meets their residential need; these choices will collectively
determine the future population patterns of the Greater Tokyo Metropolitan Area.

In this study, we ask college students to rate the place they grew up (and in many cases,
where they still live with their parents) on a 10-point-scale, and whether they want to live there
in the future. The respondents also score various quality-of-life factors regarding the place on a
five-point-scale. We use these factors as explanatory variables in a multi-variate regression
model to identify the determinants of being a “good hometown.” We also test which factors
influence students” willingness to return to their hometown to live using a multivariate logistic
regression model.

We find that easy access to the city center is the most essential factor that positively
influences the ratings of their hometown and the students’ willingness to return home in the
future. Gther factors, such as physical safety, also contributed to a higher score but not to their
willingness to return home in the future. Good relationship with neighbors, such as daily
greetings, did not contribute to a higher score, but was an essential factor when we examine the
willingness of students to continue to live home in central Tokyo.
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