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Perspectives for an Analysis of Travel Narratives #1
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Summary : Travelogues take many styles and may be called documentaries, novels, diaries, poems,
speeches, talks, and so on. A reason for this diversity is that they are created not only for
establishing records of a writer’s travel but also as an expression of his or her personal pleasure from
the travel experience. Therefore, their rhetoric may be attractive to the reader or audience.
However, many tourism researchers tend to use some parts of these travelogues for their research as
records of a state of travel taken in some specific period of history. This behavior of tourism
scholars suggests that they misunderstand writers or narrators of travelogue as recording secretaries
of travels, though their main roll is to create a story of their own experience of travel. Accordingly,
they do not analyze rhetoric, eloguence, or themes in travelogues as discourses, fictions, or travel
writings. This paper presents a research problem for discourse analysis of travelogues written as

narrative by former tourists.
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