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Dynamics of Cultural Constructions in Colonial Hotels:
The Case of Dalat, Vietnam

A OE OB

Kenichi OHASHI

Abstract | The hotels constructed in colonial cities under the colonization process are the cultural

focus of global/local, modern/traditional, and occidental/oriental nexuses. They are entrances to

local societies, and at the same time, windows to the world. This paradoxical character of these

hotels presents cases to explore the dynamics of cultural constructions in human migration under

globalization. In this paper, the plural constructions of “Frenchness” of the hotel in different social

contexts are analyzed by the examination of the case of Le Langbian Palace/Dalat Palace Hotel in

Dalat, Vietnam, which was originally opened in 1922 by the French colonial adminisiration and re-

opened in 1995 after a major renovation project. The hotel as a cultural replica of metropolitan

France in the colonial era now functions as a stage of a cultural spectacle for both local and

international tourists in the post-colonial socialist Vietnam.

Keywords | MEHH (Colonial City), &7 ) (Hotel)
-\ ¥—=3 3 (Globalization)
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