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A Study on the Spatial Structure of World Heritage: Old Town of Lijiang
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Abstract : This paper aims to clarify the spatial structure of the Old Town of Lijiang, which was

registered as World Cultural Heritage of UNESCO in December, 1997. The tourism industry in Lijiang

started in 1990s, and has grown up as the most important industry. With the development of tourism, the

Old Town of Lijiang has been modified from a residential area into a tourism area with multi-functions

of commercial, entertainment, accommodation. Location patterns, tendency of concentration on the

central district and main entrances can be summarized as the location characterize of 1070 business

units. Relevance is also found existing among different business contents.
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