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Abstract: Textbooks and reading materials in Japanese generally attached with word
lists. In an attempt to question the significance of word lists prepared by textbooks
and teachers in advance for intermediate level reading comprehension classes, the
author prompted the learners to make word lists by themselves. The created word lists
were then analyzed from the view point of difficulty, familiarity, and frequency. As a
result, it was revealed that the overall choice of words in the word lists by learners were
the ones to be leaned with in the intermediate level category. A closer look into their
choice, however, revealed that the learners’ selection sometimes included elementary
level vocabulary or ones that are outside the criteria of difficulty, familiarity, or
frequency. When the learners are accustomed to ready-made word lists prepared
either by textbooks or teachers, some of learners might miss the opportunity to learn
specific words unknown to them or the ones each particularly wants to know. The
author believes that the word lists should always remain in the flexible process of
building and rebuilding by mutual cooperation of learners and teachers.
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