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Peace and commercial treaty between Cambodia and the
Dutch East India Company (1656-57) reconsidered: On
the problems of monopolization of trade by Cambodian
kingdom and the Dutch East India Company

ENDO, Masayuki

South East Asia from the 15" to the 17™ century experienced
its prosperity of trade due to growing traffic of merchants coming to
seek for spices, forest products and rice etc. In the 17™ century the
kingdom of Cambodia, which was part of the region, did the same
situation attracting various groups of interests. One of them was the
Dutch East Indian company (VOC) which founded the mercantile
establishment in the kingdom in 1637. A conflict stemming from issues
concerning the Portugese happened between the king of Cambodia
and VOC in 1644, resulting in breaking ties with each of the parties.
In spite of the political problem, however, they wanted to resume their
political relations quickly: Cambodia could not put aside effects of VOC
because it had grown to be a key economic actor in South East Asia
while VOC also needed the kingdom as supplier of goods because rice
for their provisions on site and forest products including skin of deer
and Japanese lacquer as exports for commerce with Japan occupied a
significant proportion of trade items between them. That is the reason a
peace and commercial treaty (called the first treaty here) was conducted
to be designed to reconstruct their political balance in 1656.

Influential scholars have regarded the first treaty as conducted
on the initiative of VOC and accordingly being of more advantage to
monopolization of trade by the company. In the first three chapters,
however, our reexamination of relevant primary sources shows us that
the initiative of conducting process of the treaty was not given VOC so
that a fairly good degree of the demands by the king of Cambodia was
incorporated in some articles of the treaty. The incorporation created
the chance to give advantagious effects to Cambodia in spite of its
intention of VOC. On the premise of our reexamination the succeeding
chapters treat with revaluation of the contents of the first treaty and its
significance to Cambodia, differences of intention in the treaty between
VOC and the kingdom and influence to commerce for both parties after
the treaty.
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