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Owen Lovejoy’s Theory of Vocational Education:
Employment Policy and Democracy

OIZUMI, Yui

Early 20™ century reformers did not only seek to restrict child labor
by child labor law and compulsory education law but also often to insist
that every minor should receive vocational education for them to be able
to have skilled occupations. Owen Lovejoy, the secretary of National
Child Labor Committee, said nothing could be more essential to the
training of a child than a conception of his industrial obligations and
opportunity, too. For him, industrial training was as important as child
labor law and compulsory education.

This essay discusses the relation between child labor reform and
vocational education, explains Lovejoy’s theory of vocational education
because his theory was in common of most reformers.

In early 20th-century, unskilled labor was one of the most serious
problems. Young or old worker often got a cheap labor and his low
wage remained stationary. He often lost jobs, too. Reformers sought for
solutions, examined their works. Then, they noted that juvenile worker
receiving sufficient training got more money than others not receiving
it, and that young worker trained could hope rising wage. So, Lovejoy
and other reformers recognized the need for vocational training, tried to
give it for every youth and then to change them from unskilled labor to
skilled labor.

Their theory of vocational education was also related with
American democracy. Traditionally, American has been regard
education as means to democratize their nation. They thought it
gave every people opportunity which was most valuable for develop
themselves. Therefore, Lovejoy and many reformers regarded vocational
education as indispensible to make citizenship, to civilization and to
develop America. They reformed educational system from the national
point of view because this democracy was national identity and ideology.

But child labor was essentially the economic problems, so reformers
tried to solve poverty, unemployment and then provide skilled labor
forces. Their idealism was relieved by it. As a result, their suggestions
were changed from ideal to realistic.
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