T W & R Bl g DB A
A N800 44 B D e W 725 5 —

A history of Koza Orphanage and Superintendent Takahashi Tsujin
- Were there really eight hundred orphans? -

B HR

ASAI Haruo

Abstract

Koza Orphanage was the first orphanage to open on the island of Okinawa and housed the
greatest number of orphans among all orphanages in the region over its four years of operation,
under the direction of Superintendent Takahashi Tsujin. From the outset, Himeyuri students
acted as caregivers and were involved in the education and upbringing of orphans; however, in
reality a significant number died. Although there is a fair amount of research about Koza
Orphanage, the complete picture remains unclear. It is repeatedly stated that the number of
orphans was initially eight hundred, although there is no statistical evidence to back this up.
Additionally, much documentation from the orphanage - orphan roster lists, death records,
confirmation lists of caretakers, lists of officials, duty diaries, meeting minutes, management
policies, and accounting records, all remain unaccounted for - all part of the mystery of the

orphanage era of Okinawa.
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